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Woman Desire and View in Marriage
The question to the fourteenth-century women would be, what is the mean of marriage to them? Does it means loyalty, honesty and love or does it mean money, sovereignty and pleasure of sex? Basing our argument of the ending of the Wife of Bath tale, one can be able to deduce the women desire and view of marriage. According to the conclusion of the story, women prefer sovereignty and view marriage as a commitment that requires love, loyalty and honesty to be happy and prosperous.
Looking into the women desires demonstrated from the ending of the Wife of Bath tale is that desire for sovereignty. This concept is first shown by the wife of bath experience with her five husbands. She said that a good marriage is when the woman is in control. The prologue introduces the tale by giving the discerning of the wife of bath on her husband. She is described to have used her husbands for money and their bodies. The only reason she stayed is that she gained money after their death and also pleasure form sex (Matlock & Wendy, 471).
Following the narratives of the wife of bath prologue, the queen and the ladies of the demonstrated desire of a woman by reversing traditional values of leadership and supremacy. Here the queen and the ladies of the court serves justice and determines the fate of the knight instead of King Arthur. In other societies, such is unacceptable as men rather than women make most decisions. Ancient ladies were only tasked to be house makers and had no business in meddling with the proceeding of the community, especially the court.  King Arthur granted dominance to the queen and the ladies of the court over the knight; it showed how the women appreciated and desired to be in control of the men. The knight is then sent on a mission to find what women most desires were in a year or be beheaded.
One would say the beauty of marriage is the whole agreement theory where a man and a woman comes in a consensus to spend the rest of their lives together. Their relationship is usually based on a mutual agreement to join hands in conjuring life together. This theory is in contrast to the desire the women from the ending of the Wife of Bath tales. Women here use blackmail to gain their most inner desire, power over their men. The same narrative is also evident in the prologue of the book of how the Wife of Bath used her body to blackmail her husband and gaining power over them. 
The second evidence of women desire of sovereignty is demonstrated by the old hag the knight finds o his way back to the palace. After a whole year of searching for the answer to his quest, the knight returns to King Arthur's castle with a heavy for not knowing the women most desire. On his way to the palace, the knights find a ring of fairy ladies dancing. The fairies disappeared quickly on his appearance only to be replaced by an ugly old hag. 
After the knight explaining to the old hag of his mission, the lady agrees to help him if only he decided to grant her all she desires. Due to desperation, the knight agrees. After the petition, the old hag forces the knight to marry him as per his promise, which he does after the queen insisted. Upon making sure that the knight has yielded sovereignty of being her husband, she then tells him that she will both be young and beautiful, and an honest, faithful, good wife for rest of their lives.
The concept of marriage is expressed differently in both the prologue and the tale of the wife of bath.  The general prologue describes marriage as both as a source of dominance and sexual pleasure, and as an agreement that involves honesty, love and loyalty. Following the wife of bath existing in the fourteenth century, she entirely had a different perspective of marriage as compared to her fellow women (Lipton& Emma, 347). Alisoun had five husband and five marriages, and she was proud of her experience, as it gave her sovereignty and pleasure of sex. 
Following the woman of bath skills in making clothes, and her beauty, she lured her husband by wearing colourful clothes which showed her broad hips. She explained how money was an essential factor in any marriage. Out of the five husbands Alisoun had, she says that she enjoyed the first three excuse they were rich and old. She loved how the three husbands eventually died, leaving her with the money to take care of herself.  This is a clear indication of why the wife of bath was in marriage in the first place; to get the wealth of his dead husbands.
In most of her marriages, Alisoun expressed how much power she had over her husbands. She gains sovereignty through sexual pleasure, blackmail, and lying to them to achieve what she needed. She was also confident that her experience with them informed her decisions on the expectations of men in marriage. In her prologue, the wife of the bath also focuses her wedding on the pleasure she gains from having sex. she described her husbands as debtors and slaves, where they were to pay their debts by making love to her (Rotkiewicz & Vincent, 93). 
The perception of marriage from the woman at the end of the wife of bath is quite different. The wife of bath perception of marriage in the prologue was not acceptable by most women in her generation and even the church. Her behaviour of perceiving marriage for only money and sexual pleasure was not a way of living in the fourteenth century. The church termed her as a wicked woman because the bible didn't approve of women identifying marriage as a source of money and pleasure alone. 
The way the wife of bath viewed marriage and treated her husbands was undoubtedly not how women of her century or period should have acted. In response to their criticism, the wife of bath questioned the church by quoting how leaders from the bible enjoyed women and married as many as they could. She defended her marriages by arguing and advocating for the presence of balance. 
It is undoubtedly essential for a marriage to practice the virtues of equality and tolerance. The hag old lady shows concern for her husband by giving him the chance of choosing his fate. The hag presented a young, beautiful and unfaithful wife or a senior, ugly and faithful wife. The knight gives the old hag the power to choose, which in return is rewarded with a beautiful woman who they live happily after together (Arriagada & Candela, 221).
Also, marriage is demonstrated to be an agreement build on trust. On the alter when the old hag gives her husband the ultimatum of choosing between an old ugly faithful wife or a young beautiful but untrustworthy wife, he thinks of choosing trust over beauty. Instead of spending his life with a beautiful young wife who doesn't respect, love or even trust will be a miserable life. The knight realises by letting himself give up all the control to his wife; he will be peaceful and contented. To his surprise, his choice is rewarded with a beautiful young and trustworthy.
Additionally, marriage is also viewed as a second chance for the knight. A knight is a palace guard who is obliged with the responsibilities of protecting everything in the king; the king, queen, the maidens, all the palace properties and any other treasures. However, this knight did the opposite and raped one of the girls, reaping her of her virginity. Considering how virginity was valued in that period, such crime was punishable by death through being beheaded. But the old hag was hopeful for the knight to change in the future, thus agreed to marry a criminal, an act most women of the time wouldn't do.
Lastly, marriage is viewed as a happy consensus. This is contrary to the view of marriage by the life of the bath in the prologue. In the ending tale, the old hag offers to be a faithful, honest, loving and a loyal wife. Most marriage break due to lack of those traits, but the knight is rewarded a happily ever after by denouncing control on his wife.
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